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UNION-TRIBUNE NEWSPAPER USES SMEAR TACTICS AGAINST 
STATE-WIDE RECOGNIZED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANT TO BOLSTER 

HIT PIECE AGAINST CITY ATTORNEY 
 

San Diego, CA—The largest private pension fraud case in Orange County against one of the biggest accounting 
firms in the world resulted in three executives going to prison. The certified public accountant who testified as 
an expert in the corollary Orange County civil case (known as the First Pension case) was Steven Gabrielson, 
the same individual who the City of San Diego retained as a witness for its own pension case.   
 
Yet, today’s San Diego Union-Tribune newspaper slanted its story by intentionally omitting the reason why Mr. 
Gabrielson did not testify in the City’s pension case and omitting his impeccable credentials specializing in 
forensic accounting, fraud investigations, economic and liability analysis, and taxation.  
 
“Any newsroom that chose to use the U-T’s politically biased story has a responsibility to report the facts which 
were left out of the article,” said City Attorney Michael Aguirre. “Mr. Gabrielson’s knowledge of pension plans 
and fraudulent practices makes him imminently qualified to work on the City of San Diego’s case.”  

 
• Steven Gabrielson was retained as an expert witness in the City’s counter lawsuit against the San 

Diego City Employees’ Retirement System Board (SDCERS) regarding the City employees’ $1.4 
billion under funded pension system.    

 
• In preparation for the case, Gabrielson reviewed thousands of documents to provide his expert 

advice on the financial information of SDCERS.  
 

• Gabrielson did not have the opportunity to testify because Superior Court Judge Jeffrey B. Barton 
prematurely dismissed the case, based on a new law citing the expiration of the statute of limitations.  
The case is on appeal.  

 
• The deposition referred to in the U-T story was taken on October 17, 2006 before the court case 

began and omits the fact that Mr. Gabrielson is knowledgeable about private pension plans, which 
use the same principles as public pension plans: 
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Question:  “And what was the nature of your work involving private pension plans that did 
not involve litigation?         
Steven Gabrielson:  “One of my specialties starting in 1974 and continuing on for at least 15 
years was working with private retirement plans.   
Question:  Doing what? 
Steven Gabrielson:  “Assisting them with interpreting the tax code.  Doing calculations in 
connection with controversies that might arise if someone retired and there was a difference of 
opinion as to how much that person should be paid or when they should be paid.” 
Question:  “What private pension plans did you represent?” 
Steven Gabrielson:  “I wouldn’t be able to give you a list.  I would say there’s at least 20. 
 

• Gabrielson was paid more than $120,000 for his work on the case, which pales in comparison to 
$800 million in unfunded pension benefits which were illegally created by City Officials in 1996 and 
2002 and for which the taxpayers are now on the hook.   

 
“The Union-Tribune’s goal is to force me out of office because they want a return to the status quo,” said City 
Attorney Aguirre. “Under my leadership, the City Attorney’s Office has broken away from serving ‘the good 
old boys network’ that resulted in the City of San Diego’s financial crisis.” 
 
To view a copy of the deposition of Steven Gabrielson, visit www.sandiegocityattorney.org, click “Significant 
Reports and Legal Documents.” 
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